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Project Update
As you may know, Larimer County is beginning a project to improve the North
Shields Corridor (Larimer County Road 17) from just north of Vine Drive (Arthur
Ditch) to Willox Lane.

There are multiple reasons for the project, including a narrow road with
substantial traffic, lack of shoulders, inadequate accommodations for
driveways, hazardous parking and a structurally deficient bridge over the
Poudre River. Because of all these issues, the area has become a safety
concern with 21 crashes (or accidents) in the last 5 years.

The approximately $5 mi!lion project is funded through several federal
transportation funding sources and will be constructed in 2014.

The improvements are not yet designed, so specifics have not yet been
determined. Generally, the project will replace the Poudre River bridge,
address parking and trail access, and identify other improvements necessary to
accommodate pedestrians / bike and adjacent property access. Note:
although a center turn lane is being considered, the road will NOT be widened
to a 4-lane facility.

Also, the City of Fort Collins has an adjacent project planned to improve the
intersection of Vine Drive and Shields Street. The two projects have been and
will continue to be coordinated.
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Many of you were able to join us at a pre-design open house last summer (mid June). At the meeting we provided
information on the project, but more importantly gathered very helpful input from area residents and roadway users.
This information was used in putting together the scope of the project as we pursued hiring a design team for the
project. Information from that open house can be found at www.larimer.org/engineering.

What's the Current Status and When Can You Expect to Hear From Us Again?
The team that will design the Shields Street Corridor Project has been selected, and is scheduled to begin work in
January. The lead consultant is Interwest Consulting Group, a firm located in Windsor.

One of the first work items is to get a detailed and accurate survey of the area. Areas that need to be surveyed
include locations adjacent to the road, and detailed topographic information in a wide ranging area for the hydraulic
analysis of the bridge. The survey firm completing the work is King Surveyors. Residents on whose properties the
surveyors need to obtain information will receive a separate notification letter.

The design team will be developing the initial concept designs in the next couple months. Once those are complete,
we'll be planning an open house to show concept alternatives to you and gather input. This will likely occur in the
spring, and we'll send notifications in advance.

As always, visit our website for information, or feel free to contact either Project Manager Ron Winne at 970-498-
5713 or by email at rwinne@larimer.org or Martina Wilkinson at 970.498.5731 or email at mwilkinson@larimer.org
if you have questions or comments. We look forward to staying in touch.



ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
Post Office Box 1190

Fort Collins, Colorado 80522-1190

(970) 498-5700
FAX (970) 498-7986

January 3, 2012

Re: Notification for Survey Work
Shields Street Corridor Project
PN 301 - Poudre River Bridge and North Shields Street Improvements

Dear Resident:

Larimer County Engineering Department is beginning the design of the Shields Street Corridor
Project, an improvement project along CR 17 (North Shields Street) from just north of Vine Drive
(at the Arthur Ditch) to Willox Lane. The project will complete improvements to the road,
including a new bridge over the Poudre River. Construction is expected to occur in 2014.

The design team of Interwest Consulting Group (with King Surveyors) has been selected for the
design. One of the first work tasks is to collect survey data in the area. This includes a detailed
topographic survey (including a broad area for hydraulic analysis of potential Poudre River
flows), and locating fencing, ditches, canals, property corners, and other relevant project
features.

It may be necessary for the crews from King Surveying and/or County staff to be on your
property during the surveying process. Should you see the crews, please feel free to point out
features that you believe may be relevant.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the upcoming survey work or design of the
project, please contact either of the following county staff:

• Project Manager Ron Winne at 970-498-5713 or by email at rwinne@larimer.org.
Note: Ron will be out of the office from January 5-16. In his absence, please contact:

• Assistant County Engineer Rusty McDaniel at 970-498-5730 or by email at
rmcdaniel@larimer.org

We appreciate your cooperation and look forward to working with you.

s~~
Charlie Johnson -
Senior Land Agent


